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discussion of the country, are mentioned. The book will be classed among the 
best works that summarize the progress and the present aspects of the Australian 
people. 

La Perse d'aujourd'hui. Par Eugene Aubio. viii and 442 pp. and 

Map. Librairie Armand Colin, Paris, 1908. Pr. 4 frs. 

The author began the journey which forms the basis of this narrative in July, 
1906, and his* travels continued for ten months. From Teheran he made the cir- 
cuit of Lake Urmia, occupying a period of several weeks. Later he visited Ispa- 
han and went thence to Bagdad, from which he descended the Tigris and returned 
to Europe by way of the Persian Gulf. The volume is in part a reprint of papers 
published in le Temps, la Revue des Deux Monies and other periodicals. 

The early chapters recount the journey from Teheran, describe Tauris and 
the circumventing of the Lake of Urmia. On the west of this water is the city of 
Urmia. The story of the city and district is vividly told, the ethnic variety is 
described as "infinite," with Shiites, Sunnites, Jews, Gregorians and Nestorians, 
multiplied Christian beliefs and "all the missions imaginable, Catholic, orthodox, 
Protestants of all sects and all nations." The chief commerce of Urmia is in 
raisins, of which on the average 22,500,000 kilos are annually exported. This 
single item is a sample of the abundant information concerning industry and 
customs which is found in the volume. 

After traversing the region of the Kurds southward from the lake, M. Aubin 
returns to Tauris and thence goes to Artebil and to Astara on the Caspian, at the 
point where the Russo-Persian border comes down to the sea. 

The narrative of travel is here interrupted by chapters on the change of 
sovereigns, the Persian revolution, the Anglo-Russian accord and Persian customs. 
The author was so fortunate as to be an eye-witness of recent significant changes 
in Persia, and this perhaps gives the chief interest to his volume. He saw the 
new spirit enter the chief cities of the country, first the capital, then Tauris, 
Ispahan, Kermanshah and Shiraz. The revolution, he thinks, will be much pro- 
longed. It will fall to the Persian liberals to be the educators of their people as 
well as the reformers of their Government. The present sovereign can favour or 
retard the movement; but he is described as intelligent and energetic, though his 
way is beset by Anglo-Russian rivalry, which persists in face of the arrangement 
between the two Governments. On the resumption of the narrative the chapter 
heads are the following: From Teheran to Ispahan, Ispahan, Across Irak-Adjemi, 
the Province of Kertmanshah, the Gates of Zagros, the Holy Cities, and Across 
Irak-Arabi. 

There is a folded relief map of Persia, with the chief towns and routes, and 
the author's route in red ; also two insets, one of Lake Urmia on an enlarged scale, 
and a small scale map of Persia showing spheres of Russian and English influence 
in accordance with the convention of August 31, 1907. The book has no alpha- 
betic index, but a syllabus of contents stands at the head of each chapter, and all 
of these summaries are reprinted together at the end of the volume. A. P. B. 

Les Orandes Antilles. Etude de Geographic <5conomique. Par 
Daniel Bellet. xii and 315 pp. and Map. E. Guilmoto, Paris, 1909. 
Price, 6 frs. 

A readable and interesting volume, devoted, as the title indicates, to a general 
account of Cuba, Porto Rico, Haiti, Santo Domingo, and Jamaica. While the 
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object of the author has been to give the larger emphasis to the commercial con- 
ditions of the Greater Antilles, due consideration has been paid to the economic 
and political conditions which have influenced industrial and commercial develop- 
ment. Especial attention has been devoted to the economic rather than to the 
physical controls of commerce and industry, an emphasis directly the reverse of 
that usually found in American treatises on commercial geography. The chapters 
on Cuba and Porto Rico are especially interesting to an American reader, as great 
credit has been given to the good work of the United States in improving social 
and hygienic conditions in these islands. It is also satisfying to read a commer- 
cial volume which does not bristle with statistics and dry figures, but which pre- 
sents general truths, substantiated by sufficient details to show that the principles 
are well founded. While the author, for example, in his discussion of Cuba, 
devotes the larger attention to sugar and tobacco, he also considers the other pro- 
ducts, especially timber, fruits and coffee. Thus the volume proves a good 
reference volume in spite of its lack of an index and its inadequate map, a poor 
black and white drawing showing the location of the islands and the railroad 
sailing routes and chief cities. 

Minor inaccuracies are met with, as when Columbus is said to have dis- 
covered America in 1592, and Tampa is given as the capital of Florida. It is 
amusing to find the people of the United States frequently mentioned as Yankees 
even in complimentary passages. The volume serves a useful purpose and is a 
more complete reference book on the Antilles than is readily to be found in 
English. R. E. D. 

In Togo's Country. Some Studies in Satsuma, etc. By Henry B, 
Schwartz. 233 pp. and Illustrations. Jennings & Graham, Cincinnati, igc8. 
Price, $1.50. 

An untechnical book for adults, devoted to certain features of Japan. In part 
it treats of little-known features of the country which the author had unusual 
opportunities to visit during fourteen years' residence in the Island Kingdom. 
The descriptions are mainly clear, the illustrations are generally effective, but 
the volume lacks maps. This is particularly true in the case of the chapters 
devoted to A Pilgrimage to Zenkoji and to Loo Choo — A Forgotten Kingdom. 
This latter chapter, devoted to the customs and industries and history of the 
Loo Choo Islands, and the chapter treating Nagasaki, are in many ways the most 
interesting in the book. The description of the docks and industrial works of 
this important city, give a clear idea of the rapidity with which Western ways 
are being adopted in Japan, and "destroying the quiet, placid Japanese life." 
The last chapter is a clear summary of the results that have accrued from the 
late Russo-Japanere war, and of the relative status of Japan, China and Russia. 
Though the point of view of the author is at times distinctly American in sym- 
pathy, he seems to have caught the spirit of the virile and patient nation, and, 
because of his insight into motives, has added a readable volume to the host of 
recent books on Japan, a volume which is not scientifically geographic, but frankly 
descriptive in character. R. e. D. 

Rocks and Rock Minerals. By Louis V. Pirsson. 224 pp., Illustra- 
tions and Index, John Wiley & Sons, New York, 1908. Price, $1.25. 
This is a simple, beginners' handbook on petrology for the determination of 
the common rocks without the use of a microscope. While primarily intended 



